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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To reflect a change in an offset level onto offset 
data attended with a change in a temperature (image pickup 
ambient temperature) of a light collection optical system 
during image pickup or the like. 

CONSTITUTION: The multi-element image pickup device 
comprising a multi- element infrared ray detector 1 and a light 
collection optical system making an infrared ray from an 
image pickup object incident onto the detector processes a 
signal. An arithmetic processing circuit 7 extracts a shading 
component from an image signal outputted from the 
multi-element infrared ray detector 1 and a sample-and-hold 
circuit 13 corrects the image signal based on the shading 
component. The shading component obtained by adding and 
averaging outputs of each detection element receiving an 
image signal by plural lines stored in a memory 6 and 
subjected to low frequency filter processing is extracted. A 
multiplier 9 is used to multiply reciprocal data of sensitivity 
deviation of each line infrared ray detector with data after 
shading correction to eliminate the effect of the sensitivity 
deviation of each detector from the image signal. 
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